Extensive heterogeneity of human urokinase, as detected by two-dimensional mapping.
Urokinase (uPA, urinary plasminogen activator) is a serine protease belonging to the peptidase S1 family. Specifically, uPA cleaves the zymogen plasminogen into the active form (plasmin), which then degrades the fibrin clots. It is widely used as a fibrinolytic agent in thrombolytic therapy and it is also used clinically as a thrombolytic agent. It can be administered to improve the drainage of complicated pleural effusions and empyemas and it is the most effective drug in myocardial infarction. The enzyme was originally identified in human urine for its ability to catalyze the transformation of plasminogen into its active form (plasmin), which degrades fibrin and extracellular matrix components. The present report deals with the analysis and characterization of this preparation.